City of Dothan, Alabama
Leisure Services Director
Vacancy Announcement
Deadline to apply November 15, 2019
Situated in the Southeast corner of Alabama, Dothan offers 19 park locations for a total of 1,083 acres,
including seven recreation centers. These locations have diverse facilities including competition facilities
for softball, baseball, soccer, tennis, swimming, football, BMX and basketball. The City’s parks are
regional sports destinations with an annual professional tennis tournament and frequent national
competitions in BMX, tennis, and baseball.

About the Government
Mission Statement: Provide the best municipal services, in a customer friendly manner, and to be
financially sound while investing in the City’s future and engaging our residents.
Dothan is a municipal corporation incorporated on November 10, 1885 under the Constitution and laws of the State
of Alabama. The City is governed by a Mayor/ Commission/City Manager form of government. The Mayor is elected
at-large and the six Commissioners are elected from six single member districts for concurrent terms of four years.
This Board of Commissioners serves part-time and is responsible for adopting all legislative ordinances and
establishing policies to guide the various City Departments in providing services to citizens, including the
appropriation of all monies.
The Mayor, who is a member of the Board of Commissioners, is the City's chief executive officer. The City Manager
is the administrative head of the City government and is responsible for directing and managing the daily activities
of the City and implementing the policies of the Board of Commissioners. The City's departments include: General
Administrative (Mayor, Commissioners, City Manager, City Clerk, EEO, Public Relations, Internal Analyst &
Legal), Information Technology, Judicial, Finance (Accounting, Purchasing, Utility Services/ Meter Reading &
Utility Collections), Personnel (Human Resources), Police, Fire, Public Works (Engineering, Street &
Environmental Services), Planning & Development (Permitting, Business License, Inspections & Zoning), Leisure
Services (Parks & Recreation), Performing Arts, General Services (Liability & Workers' Compensation Insurance,
Facilities & Fleet) and Dothan Utilities (Electric, Water & Wastewater/Sewer).
There are 1,257 authorized employee positions (1,021 full-time, 60 part-time and 176 seasonal) of which 1,151 are
currently filled (966 full-time, 51 part time and 134 seasonal). Those employees staff the departments, producing
high quality and cost-effective public services.

Economy
Dothan has a strong, diverse economy, which has experienced significant growth over the past four decades. While
agriculture is a large component of the local economy, Dothan, is the hub of commerce for a large portion of
Southeast Alabama, Southwest Georgia, and the Northern Panhandle of Florida. This area is known as the Wiregrass
with agriculture and peanuts the common thread in the region. Dothan is the Hub of the Wiregrass and it provides
residents in this region a place to shop and dine which is a significant portion of the local economy and the city’s
sales tax collections. The Dothan medical community serves the Wiregrass Region and attracts thousands of visitors
to the City. The medical field is Dothan’s largest employer and contributes significantly to Dothan’s economy.
Residents in Dothan enjoy one of the lowest cost of livings in Alabama. The cost of living index is 16% below the
national average and lowest in Alabama. Dothan is truly an affordable place to live.
Economic development in the Dothan area is a partnership with the local Chamber of Commerce, Houston County,
and the City of Dothan. Over the past five years, investment has been over $400M, creating 2300 jobs.

Recreation
Travel baseball often brings over 80 teams to Dothan on a weekend, while the Mixed Doubles State Tennis
Championships bring 600 players to town each Fall. Additionally, Dothan offers extensive passive recreation from
walking, hiking, mountain biking, trail running (15 miles), fishing and picnicking, to water play at Water World
Theme Park. The City partners with the State of Alabama operating a 400–acre natural park inside its city limits and
is known for its playgrounds having received national recognition 11 years in a row as a “Playful City USA”. Dothan
also has facilities and programs for its special needs citizens with a Miracle Baseball Field and Playground and a
year round multifaceted therapeutic recreation program. Dothan is proud of the Gold Medal won in the Athens,
Greece Special Olympics by our local team.

Arts, Culture and Leisure
 The Wiregrass Museum of Art features ongoing exhibitions of
visual and decorative art. The Museum's permanent collection
includes works by contemporary Southeastern artists. The
Museum was organized in 1 9 8 9 by private citizens and the City
of Dothan; it is operated by the Wiregrass Museum of Art, Inc.,
a 501(c)3 corporation.
 The George Washington Carver Monument and Museum pays
tribute to one of the nation's greatest educator and agricultural
inventor.
 The US Army Aviation Museum, located in nearby Fort Rucker,
houses one of the largest helicopter collections in the world.
 Southeast Alabama Community Theater
entertainment and theatrical productions.
 The Southeast Alabama Dance
ballets throughout the year.
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 Patti Rutland Jazz is a professional contemporary jazz and hiphop dance company located in Dothan.
 Music South, offers a wide variety of musical performances,
from classical symphony performances to jazz, African and other
musical styles.
 Spark Theater Company is a non-profit theater company and
performing arts educational program.
 “Peanuts Around Town” is a public art project, organized by the
former Downtown Group, now the Dothan Downtown
Redevelopment Authority. It consists of five-foot tall peanut
sculptures decorated in various fashions and displayed around
Dothan.
 “Wiregrass Festival of Murals" is an ongoing project offering
historic murals painted by locally, nationally and internationally
acclaimed muralists on walls of buildings in the downtown
historic district.
 The Dothan Opera House, built in 1915, features theater
performances, concerts, symphonies, ballet performances, and
other cultural events.
 Landmark Park is a 135-acre park built to preserve the natural
and cultural heritage of Southeast Alabama's Wiregrass Region
and serves as Alabama's official museum of agriculture.
 Dothan Area Botanical Gardens includes 50 acres of cultivated
gardens and undeveloped, wooded landscapes.
 Highland Oaks Golf Course is part of Alabama's Robert Trent
Jones Golf Trail.

The Leisure Services Department comprises a staff of 274 employees (68 full-time, 30 part-time, and 176
seasonal) with a total operating budget of $10.6M. City of Dothan residents and visitors to the Dothan area,
are provided with the following facilities and venues for leisure activities and recreation offered by Dothan
Leisure Services.

43 Tennis Courts
1 Water Park
4 Fresh Water Lakes
BMX Bicycle Race Course
43 Baseball/Softball Fields
1 Miracle Baseball Field
6 Walking Trails
3 Bike Trails
2 Boardwalk Locations
19 Children Playgrounds
1 Dog Park
1 Archery Range

1 Miracle Playground
18 Picnic Pavilions
6 Soccer Fields
2 Indoor Pools
4 Outdoor Pools
1 Splash Pad
2 Football Fields
1 Football Stadium
387 acres of natural trail preserve
4 Pickleball Courts
1 Fitness Court
1 Disc Golf Course

The Forever Wild Trails at Beaver Creek is a partnership between the City of Dothan and the State of
Alabama. The State of Alabama purchased the properties through the Forever Wild Land Trust, while the
City of Dothan agreed to manage the properties and build the trails (through grants). The 10 mile multi use
trail system provides recreational opportunities for hikers, mountain bikers, and nature enthusiasts. The trails
were professionally designed by the International Mountain Bicycling Association and built by professional
trail builders. Four additional miles have been designed for future development on the site.

Water World is Dothan’s very own waterpark featuring a giant wave pool, great white water slide, a childrens'
area with kiddie pool, concession stand, gift shop, picnic area with grills, and pavilion rental with grills for
large groups. There are also restrooms/locker rooms available. Water World is located within Westgate
Park in between the softball complex and Westgate Recreation Center.
The Westgate Wellness Pool was built in 2017. It is a zero depth entry warm water pool with exercise bikes
in the pool, multiple handicap entries and a whirlpool on the pool deck. Classes are offered from 7am-8pm
Monday-Friday. There is a beautiful panoramic view of Miracle Playground & Water World.

About the Leisure Services Director
This is professional recreational work of an administrative and management nature in planning and
directing municipal recreational programs and parks.
The incumbent is responsible for developing and administering a comprehensive community recreational
program including the maintenance of a wide variety of recreational areas, facilities and equipment. Work
includes exercising general supervision over the maintenance, beautification and improvement of parks
and public grounds. The Director assures that program objectives are accomplished at parks, playgrounds
and centers and other locations through supervision of personnel assigned to specific aspects of the
program. Work is performed in accordance with general policies determined by the recreation board and
approved by the City Manager and City Commissioners where appropriate, but the Director must exercise
independent judgment and ingenuity in accomplishing program objectives and in interpreting the needs
and desires of the public. The Director reports to the City Manager.
 Develops community recreation objectives; produces a concise plan for attaining these objectives;






monitors and supervises subordinates involved in the accomplishment of stated objectives.
Supervises acquisition, planning, design construction, and maintenance of recreation projects.
Advise City Manager and Recreation Board on long-term strategic planning for all parks and programs.
Performs public relations and marketing functions; contacts and corresponds with advertising agencies,
news media, civic groups and other organizations; prepares and presents speeches to various
organizations.
Studies local conditions and develops immediate and long range plans to meet recreation needs.

Requirements Include
Bachelor’s degree from a four-year college or university accredited by an accreditation agency recognized
by the U. S. Department of Education (USDE) or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)
in Recreation Administration, Leisure Studies, Physical/Health Education, or closely related field is
required.
CPRP (Certified Park and Recreation Professional) is preferred and a Master’s Degree in one of the above
fields is preferred.
Seven (7) or more years of responsible supervisory and senior level experience in municipal
recreation/leisure administration.

Compensation
The Leisure Services Director compensation will be highly competitive and the salary range is $93,745.60 $142,729.60 and will include an excellent benefit package to include health, dental, voluntary insurance, and
retirement benefits.

Send Resume and Cover Letter to:
Delvick J. McKay, Personnel Director
djmckay@dothan.org or
City of Dothan P.O. Box 2128 Dothan, AL 36302

